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Abstract   
Students as Partners (SaP) is a rapidly emerging concept in higher education. 
Various definitions have emerged to describe SaP, including one by Cook-Sather 
et al. (2014), which reads “a collaborative, reciprocal process through which all 
participants have the opportunity to contribute equally, although not necessarily 
in the same ways, to curricular or pedagogical conceptualization, decision-
making, implementation, investigation, or analysis”. Clearly, for partnerships to 
work effectively in practice, students need to engage in the process. However, 
large-sample studies on student perceptions of SaP as a concept have not been 
reported. Recently, we undertook this task through a survey developed 
specifically to explore student views on 18 selected SaP activities. A total of 289 
undergraduate Science students participated in the survey (24% response rate), 
and overwhelmingly supported the view that they would like to get more involved 
in SaP than they currently have opportunities for. The survey questionnaire and 
the quantitative results from this study are published (Matthews et al. 2017). In 
this current poster, qualitative data from the survey will be presented. This data 
is obtained from the survey prompt: “What values and attitudes do you think are 
necessary for students and academics to work as collaborative partners on 
teaching and learning in degree programs?” Thematic analysis (Braun and 
Clarke, 2006) of 171 student responses allowed us to further explore what 
‘values’ students consider as important for SaP to work. The main themes 
extracted from student responses included respect, communication, 
understanding, responsibility/commitment. This presentation will focus on the 
methodology, emerging themes from the analysis, their frequency, as well as an 
in-depth look into representative examples within these themes.               
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